Appendix I:
The Five First Saturdays of Reparation
It is now more than 60 years since Father de Marchi wrote this beautiful book but
the requests of Our Lady of Fatima for the Communion of Reparation on the First Saturdays is still not well enough known. Here are some further facts and reflections about
this request.
On July 13, 1917, Our Lady promised at Fatima, “I shall come to ask for… the Communion of Reparation on the First Saturdays.”
This was fulfilled in December 1925, when Sister Lucia was a Dorothean sister in
the convent at Pontevedra.
Speaking of herself in the third person, Lucia narrated what happened:
“On December 10, 1925, the Most Holy Virgin appeared to her (Lucia), and
by Her side, elevated on a luminous cloud, was the Child Jesus. The Most Holy
Virgin rested Her hand on her shoulder, and as She did so, She showed her a
heart encircled by thorns, which She was holding in Her other hand. At the
same time, the Child said:
‘Have compassion on the Heart of your Most Holy Mother, covered with
thorns, with which ungrateful men pierce It at every moment, and there is no
one to make an act of reparation to remove them.’
“Then the Most Holy Virgin said:
‘Look My daughter, at My Heart, surrounded with thorns with which ungrateful men pierce Me at every moment by their blasphemies and ingratitude.
You, at least, try to console Me, and announce in My Name that I promise to
assist at the hour of death, with all graces necessary for salvation, all those
who, on the first Saturdays of five consecutive months, confess, receive Holy
Communion, recite the Rosary and keep Me company for fifteen minutes meditating on the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary with the intention of making
reparation to Me.’”
Lucia informed her Mother Superior and her confessor about this apparition immediately. It appears that despite Lucia’s efforts, not much progress was made in convincing her superiors of the need for propagation of the devotion.
Our Lord obviously foresaw this difficulty, and sometime in the fall of 1925, Lucia
had an unusual encounter with a young boy. She relates it as follows:
“I had encountered a child, whom I asked if he knew the Hail Mary. He had
answered ‘Yes’, and I had asked him to say it with me, to hear him say it. At
the end of three Hail Marys, I asked him to say it alone. Since he kept silence
and seemed unable to say it alone, I asked him if he knew the church of Saint
Mary. He said yes. Then I told him to go there every day and say this prayer:
‘O my Heavenly Mother, give me Your Child Jesus!’ I taught him this prayer,
and he went away.”
Lucia goes on to explain that the child returned a few months later:
“So, on February 15, coming back as usual (to empty a garbage can outside
the garden), I found a child there who seemed to be the same one as before,
and I asked him: ‘Did you ask our Heavenly Mother for the Child Jesus?’ The
child turned to me and said: ‘And you, have you revealed to the world
what the Heavenly Mother asked you?’ And, having said that, he turned
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into a resplendent Child.
“Then recognizing that it was Jesus, I said to Him:
“‘My Jesus! You know what my confessor said to me in the letter I read
You. He said that this vision had to be repeated; there had to be facts permitting us to believe it, and that the Mother Superior alone could not spread this
devotion.’
“‘It is true that the Mother Superior alone can do nothing, but with
My grace, she can do everything. It is enough that your confessor gives
you permission, and that your superior announce this for it to be believed by the people, even if they do not know whom it was revealed to.’
“‘But my confessor said in his letter that this devotion already exists in the
world, because many souls receive You every first Saturday of the month in
honor of Our Lady and recite the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary.’
“‘It is true, My daughter, that many souls begin, but few persevere to
the very end, and those who persevere do it to receive the graces promised. The souls who make the Five First Saturdays with fervor and
to make Reparation to the Heart of your Heavenly Mother, please Me
more than those who make fifteen, but are lukewarm and indifferent.’
“‘My Jesus! Many souls find it difficult to confess on Saturday. Will You
allow a confession within eight days to be valid?’
“‘Yes. It can even be made later on, provided that the souls are in
the state of grace when they receive Me on the first Saturday, and that
they have the intention of making Reparation to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary.’
“‘My Jesus! And those who forget to form this intention?’
“‘They can form it at the next confession, taking advantage of their
first opportunity to go to confession.’
“Right after that He disappeared, without me finding out anything more
about Heaven’s desires, up to the present.”
Later, when Lucia was at the convent at Tuy, her confessor, Father Jose Bernardo
Goncalves, S.J., wrote Lucia asking her to explain the reason for five First Saturdays of
devotion. Why not nine or fifteen, as these devotions already existed. After completing
a holy hour in front of the Blessed Sacrament one Thursday evening, Lucia wrote him
back:
“When I was in the chapel with Our Lord part of the night of May 29-30,
1930, and I spoke to Our Lord about questions four and five, I suddenly felt
myself more intimately possessed by the Divine Presence and, if I am not mistaken, this is what was revealed to me:
“‘My daughter, the reason (for the Five First Saturdays) is simple.
There are five types of offenses and blasphemies committed against
the Immaculate Heart of Mary:
1. Blasphemies against the Immaculate Conception.
2. Blasphemies against Her perpetual virginity.
3. Blasphemies against Her Divine Maternity, in refusing at the same time to
recognize Her as the Mother of men.
4. The blasphemies of those who publicly seek to sow in the hearts of children
indifference or scorn, or even hatred of the Immaculate Mother.
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5. The offenses of those who outrage Her directly in Her holy images.
“Here, My daughter, is the reason why the Immaculate Heart of
Mary inspired Me to ask for this little act of reparation... and in consideration of it, to move My mercy to pardon souls who have had the
misfortune of offending Her. As for you, always seek by your prayers
and sacrifices to move My mercy to pity for these poor souls.”
Father Joaquin Alonso, the official archivist at Fatima for over 16 years, until his
death in 1981, provided a fascinating commentary on the above five reasons for the Five
First Saturdays and how they directly relate to the present.
First blasphemy: against the Immaculate Conception. Father Alonso asks,
who are those who might commit this offense against the Immaculate Heart of Mary?
He answers, “In the first place and in general the Protestant sects who refuse to receive
the dogma defined by Pope Pius IX and who have continued to maintain that the Blessed
Virgin was conceived with the stain of original sin and even personal sins. The same can
be said of the (dissident) Eastern Christians, since in spite of their great Marian devotion they too refuse this dogma.”
The second blasphemy: Although the Orthodox accept it, the majority of Protestants also reject the perfect and perpetual virginity of Mary “before, during and after
giving birth”.
The third blasphemy: Although Protestants theoretically accept the Divine Maternity of Mary defined at the Council of Ephesus, they refuse to recognize Her as the
Mother of men in the Catholic sense, which implies Her co-redemption and Her role as
Mediatrix of All Graces.
The fourth blasphemy concerns the perversion of children by enemies of Our Lady
whereby they strive to inculcate indifference, scorn or even hatred for the Immaculate
Virgin; and the fifth one, by which they outrage Her in Her holy images. These last
two sins are the logical consequence of the first three, and often go together with them.
Scorn for the Immaculate Virgin and a disrespect of Her Holy Images born from Protestantism is passed on to the children of those in these false religions.
Tragically, today this ignorance and coldness does not apply to non-Catholics only.
Since the time of the Second Vatican Council, all too many Catholics — including a
frightening number of clergy and religious — have disregarded these great Marian
truths reiterated by Almighty God Himself.
Father Richard, a promoter of Fatima in France, commented on this subject: “Who
could have imagined fifty years ago that these five great offenses against Mary would
spread within the clergy of the Catholic Church Herself, and that a great number of
baptized and catechized children in our parishes would not even know any longer how
to say the ‘Hail Mary’?” Father Alonso also made similar remarks.
Clearly the Five First Saturdays of Reparation is a devotion for our time, and is
needed now more than ever, especially since Lucia herself reminds us that without
reparation, many souls will be lost.
This solemn fact was emphasized by Sister Lucia in March of 1929 when Lucia
wrote to Father Aparicio:
“Your Reverence cannot imagine how great is my joy in thinking of the
consolation which the Holy Hearts of Jesus and Mary will receive through this
lovable devotion and the great number of souls who will be saved through this
lovable devotion.
“I say ‘who will be saved,’ because not long ago, Our Good Lord in His infinite mercy asked me to seek to make reparation through my prayers and sac87
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rifices, and preferably to perform reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
and implore pardon and mercy in favor of souls who blaspheme against Her,
because the Divine Mercy does not pardon these souls without reparation.”1

“Here is my way of making the meditations”
We are fortunate to have for our instruction an account of how Sister Lucia herself
made the Five First Saturdays.
It must be remembered that a central aspect of this devotion is to “keep Our Lady
company for fifteen minutes”. It is not necessary to mediate on all fifteen mysteries of
the Rosary during each fifteen minute period, but one or two of the mysteries can be
chosen. Sister Lucia wrote the following in a letter to Father Martins:
“Here is my way of making the meditations on the mysteries of the Rosary
on the first Saturdays: First mystery, the Annunciation of the Angel Gabriel to
Our Lady. First prelude: to imagine myself seeing and hearing the Angel greet
Our Lady with these words:
“‘Hail Mary, full of grace.’ Second prelude: I ask Our Lady to infuse into my
soul a profound sentiment of humility.
“1st point: I will meditate on the manner in which Heaven proclaims that
the Most Holy Virgin is full of grace, blessed among all women and destined to
become the Mother of God.
“2nd point: The humility of Our Lady, recognizing Herself and declaring
Herself to be the handmaid of the Lord.
“3rd point: How I must imitate Our Lady, in Her humility, what are the
faults of pride and arrogance through which I most often displease the Lord,
and the means I must employ to avoid them, etc.
“On the second month, I make the meditation on the second joyful mystery.
The third month, I make it on the third joyful mystery and so on, following the
same method of meditating. When I have finished the Five First Saturdays, I
begin five others and meditate on the sorrowful mysteries, then the glorious
ones, and when I have finished them I start over again with the joyful ones.”2
Sister Lucia has given us an example. She tells us of the great need for reparation,
and of Our Lady’s request to repair for the countless blasphemies of ungrateful men
whose sins are thorns piercing Her Immaculate Heart. When we consider all this, and
the great promise of salvation to those who fulfill the simple conditions, we will certainly resolve to fervently practice the devotion of the Five First Saturdays, not only once,
but regularly throughout our lives.3
The Whole Truth About Fatima, Volume II, p. 821.
Cartas, pages 19-20. Unfortunately, Father Martins does not indicate the date of this letter.
3
A beautiful and helpful full-color pamphlet on the history and devotion of the Five First Saturdays is published as Issue 49
of The Fatima Crusader, The Magnificent Promise for The Five First Saturdays. Available from the Fatima Center or on
line at: http://www.fatimacrusader.com/cr49/toc49.asp
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