Reflections on the
Silencing of Sister Lucia

F

or 88 years Sister Lucia was used by Jesus to
make Our Lady known
and loved. Certainly, because
of Lucia’s faithfulness the Fatima Message and apparitions
today are known worldwide.
The dialogue of Our Lady
with Lucia from May to
October, 1917, is told and retold to millions and millions
of souls. We know all of this
through Lucia’s fidelity, her
patience, obedience, charity
and repetition, both orally and
in writing, passing on these
beautiful encounters with
Mary, Mother of God and our
Mother.
Sister Lucia is known by
Catholics the world over! Yet
she maintained her humility,
obedience and charity despite
so many occasions that could
have caused her to lose it all.
In reading about Lucia’s life
we might well reflect upon
several things.
First, she was to make Our
Lady “known”. By her fidelity,
even under threat of death at
10 years old — to her long life
of consistently repeating the
Message — in season and out
of season — and sticking to her
testimony, even when priests,
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bishops, Cardinals and Popes
wanted her to state something
else — she persevered in making Our Lady and Her great
prophetic Message known.
Sister Lucia
Totally Silenced
Sister Lucia made Her
known not only by her words
but by her actions. It was the
grace of Our Lady that gave
Lucia the perseverance even
though she was silenced from
1960 until her death in 2005.
Forty-five years of enforced
silence — enforced on her by
her superiors and ultimately,
by the Popes themselves. Pope
John XXIII, Pope Paul VI, and
Pope John Paul II all followed
this same policy of silencing
Lucia.
Lucia could have lifted the
silence imposed upon her if
she would have just changed
the Message of Fatima to suit
the tastes and policies of the
Vatican Secretary of State, especially the Vatican-Moscow
Agreement (that was entered
into in 1962 and is still prevailing) and the ever increasing,
prevailing,
so-called
“Catholic” liberalism apparently victorious since Vatican
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II. But she would not give in.
She would not give up.
She was cut off from all the
outside world except for her
immediate family and some
people she knew from before
1955. But even her confessor of
many years in the 1930’s and
40’s could not see her when he
returned from the missions in
1960 — and wanted to meet
with her.
Eventually her close family members and old friends
died off, one by one, and so
she was even more isolated
than ever. Yet, even then, her
silence spoke volumes. The
anti-Fatima forces, even in the
Vatican itself, could not get
her to endorse their party line
in public.
Silent Until the Very End
This silence imposed from
the top — from the Pope down
— lasted until the end of her
life. This is evident in the fact
that she was not invited to
be present at the official “unveiling of the Secret” on June
26, 2000. She was not ever allowed to directly comment on
it publicly. As events unfold
in the Vatican with Cardinal
Bertone’s new book on Sister
Lucia and his television appearance on May 31, 2007, it
is becoming more and more
obvious that the whole text of
the Secret was not released.1
Already, in the years 2000
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and 2001, it was stated again
and again2 in public that
the Vatican had not told the
whole truth about Fatima.
Archbishop Bertone was dispatched on November 17,
2001, to see Sister Lucia and
he reported back to the public
that Sister Lucia agreed it was
all revealed on June 26, 2000.
But we must note that Sister
Lucia’s silence is not the same
as her positive agreement.
She felt bound by her oath
of obedience to not make public statements since, by her
vow, her superiors had forced
her to be silent. She also, in her
great love and respect for her
superiors, maintained silence
because she did not want to
see them blamed. We see this
early in her life. For example:
When Canon Formigao
asked Lucia in Octobor 1917 if
she was learning to read, she
had to say “No”. “How then,”
he asked her, “can you fulfill
the order Our Lady gave you
[to learn to read]?”
Lucia said nothing in response. She explains in her
Memoirs:
“I kept silence so as not to
have the blame put on my
mother, who had not yet
given me permission to go to
school.”
Cardinal Bertone’s
Incredible Claims
It would seem that Sister
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Lucia would keep silence time
and again over the years, especially her later years, so as
not to have blame put on her
superiors. This would explain
her silence in the last years of
her life when some people, like
Cardinal Bertone, would claim
Sister Lucia agreed with them
in the most incredible statements.
For example: Archbishop
[now Cardinal] Bertone claimed
on June 26, 2000 that “the decision of His Holiness John Paul
II to make public the third part
of the ‘Secret’ of Fatima brings
to an end a period of history
marked by tragic human lust
for power and evil…”
Then, on September 11,
2001, the twin towers terrorist attack took place, followed
by the invasion of Afghanistan
in October 2001 — and yet he
has Sister Lucia agreeing on
November 17, 2001 with everything he said on June 26, 2000.
That is just too hard to believe.
But Sister Lucia didn’t want to
put the blame on him so she
maintained public silence.
Still, in all this, no one could
get Sister Lucia to publicly
state any contradiction to her
consistent testimony from 1917
to the end of her life.
Her Last Days
No doubt, as her days came
to a close, she knew her unbroken testimony was more than
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enough to leave to posterity
— the true complete story and
Message of Fatima. Already,
near the end, she confided her
mission to God and spent her
last days exclusively preparing for eternity.
She, like St. Thomas Aquinas,
realized that all her human efforts were like straw and, assured of her mission being accomplished, left it to us and to
Our Lady to take her legacy to
its next stage.
Already, Cardinal Bertone,
despite his best efforts and
plans to bury Fatima in the
past (other than allowing the
devotional aspect of Fatima
to survive), is finding that the
more he speaks and quotes
Sister Lucia (apparently out of
context) the more he witnesses
to the constancy and faithfulness of Sister Lucia to the very
end.3
As it says in Psalm 63 verses
9-10:
“He (God) brings them down
by their own tongues, all who
see them nod their heads. And
all men fear and proclaim the
work of God and ponder what
He has done.”4
Sister Lucia also worked,
spoke and prayed to make
Our Lady loved. She ardently promoted devotion to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary by
her writing, her words and by
Continued on page 61
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of a Nun, Her Nerve and a Network of
Miracles, (NY: Doubleday, 2005) page
317 (hereafter “Mother Angelica”). [2]
The heresy of Modernism, famously
condemned by Pope St. Pius X in his
monumental encyclical Pascendi (On
the Doctrines of the Modernists). [3]
Mother Angelica, page 262. [4] Ibid.,
page 264. [5] Ibid., page 267. [6] Latin
for “toward the East.” [7] Contrary
to popular perception, no legislation
from Rome has ever prohibited Mass
facing the altar. Rather, the option of
Mass facing the people has been introduced, with the “option” becoming only a de facto (not legal) norm.
[8] Mother Angelica, pages 287-288.
[9] Ibid., page 292. [10] The entire

affair is recounted in great detail in
Mother Angelica, Ch. 18, pages 298ff.
[11] Ibid., pages 307-309. [12] Mother
Angelica, page 215. [13] None of this
is to suggest that Mother Angelica
represented utter perfection in her
presentation of traditional Roman
Catholicism. Nevertheless, Mother
Angelica represented the network’s
best hope for becoming a vehicle of
Catholic restoration. Now with her
removal from any position of control
over EWTN there was nothing to restrain the liberalizing tendency that
has subverted its mission. [14] Mother
Angelica, pages 303-304.
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Footnotes: [1] See, for example, Antonio
Socci’s book, Il Quarto Segreto di Fatima
[The Fourth Secret of Fatima] published
November 2006; Antonio Socci’s reply
of May 12, 2007 to Cardinal Bertone’s
book, “Dear Cardinal Bertone — who
between you and me — is Deliberately
Lying?” (see www.fatima.org/news/
newsviews/052907socci.asp) also see
Christopher Ferrara’s (2008) book, The
Secret Still Hidden. [2] See, for example,
“Mother Angelica Live” (TV Broadcast
of May 16, 2001); Father Luigi Bianchi
(October 26, 2001, Inside the Vatican
news service), The Fatima Crusader, Issue
64 (July 2000). [3] See Christopher
Ferrara’s book, The Secret Still Hidden,
on the obvious and many self-contradictions of Cardinal Bertone regarding
what he says about the Fatima Message
and Sister Lucia. [4] Regarding the few
words attributed to Sister Lucia by
Cardinal Bertone, Antonio Socci concludes that Bertone’s report of Lucia’s
words are “such as to not have objective
credibility”. See Christopher Ferrara’s
The Secret Still Hidden, “A Disastrous
Interview.”

her life.
Her life of prayer, renunciation, silence, obedience
and charity reflected the
Immaculate Heart and drew
others to follow her example.
May we draw from the treasury of Lucia’s life so that we
ourselves may also be echoes
of Our Lady’s love for each of
us.
The life of Sister Lucia —
may it serve as a faithful reminder of what it means to
love the Immaculate Heart of
Mary. |
The above essay is taken from
the introduction to the book,
Sister Lucia: Apostle of Mary’s
Immaculate Heart by Mark FelSummer 2008
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